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songs” for their villages. And they sang “village songs” spontaneously. The appearance of “Village Song”
highlights the folk songs’ important function of satisfying the psychological needs of “social group and identity
declaration”. The phenomenon of “village song” in Jiangshan fully proves the function of it.

Key words: social transformation; folk song; village song

The Reproduction of “Differential Order” ;: Focusing on the Temporal and Spatial Process of the

Funeral Ceremony at a Village in Southern Anhui Province ZHAO Xudong , ZHANG Jie

Anthropology pays attention to the structural process, symbol and function of rituals, as well as the social
order constructed by ritual belief and cultural representation in rural society. As a linear time funeral and multi-
dimensional space funeral, the funeral ceremony presents the characteristics of “differential order” in terms of
time and space, culture, system and so on. This study makes a field study on the funeral ceremony of Fu village
in southern Anhui Province. Firstly,, this paper puts forward problems based on Fei Xiaotong's “differential
pattern” theory;Secondly, it gives a comprehensive description of the temporal and spatial process of funeral
ceremony ; thirdly, it analyzes the “differential order” characteristics of funeral ceremony in space and time,
culture, system and other aspects;Finally, it puts forward the concept of “differential order” in rural society and
Time and space-culture-institution ( TSCS) balance framework model. The study concludes that The TSCS
cultural model is characterized by “differential order” in four relations (space and time, inside and outside, sense
of history and place, center and edge), which realize the reconstruction and reproduction of the “differential
order” in rural society. Differential order constructed by rural funeral ceremony based on “space-time” dimension
has become a miniature and observation point of the reconstruction of rural order in China, which is worth
exploring.

Key words: differential pattern; funeral ceremony; “differential” order; time and space

On “Culture” or “Food System” Yao’s Food Taboos and Disease Concepts in Ruyuan,
Northern Guangdong Province WANG Qin

“culture” or

Taboo and disease concept of specific food have long been attributed to the function of specific
interpreted as “food system” restriction. According to Yao in Ruyuan, northern Guangdong., the taboo of dog
and snake depends initially on the metaphors of dogs and snakes under the belief culture of the Dog Ancestor and
Dragon God. After the metaphorical resolution, the dog taboo was not lifted until the food structure and
livestock feed were improved, and under the influence of the Chinese diet customs, the dog became “delicious”
food. By examining the explanation paradigm of “culture” and “food system”, it can be seen that the former
often ignores the reality and intention behind it, and both of the theories have their applicable limits. A specific
food taboo is essentially a representation of the relationship between man and nature, between man and the
supernatural, and between man and society. It is helpful to clarify the mechanism of “culture” and “food
system” by grasping the “relationship” in the historical context.

Key words: Yao; dog ancestor; dragon god; food taboo; disease concept

Social organization, Ritual practice and Symbolic Authority: A Study on the Organization of

Shuipai in Sanchuan Region of Qinghai Province LIU Mubin

Shuipai is a geo-social organization in Sanchuan region of Minhe County in Qinghai province. In traditional
society,it played the role of managing farm affairs and resolving disputes of water resources distribution among
villages. Nowadays, it mainly plays an organizational function in local ritual practice systems related to farming.
It has always been an important mechanism for the local social operation in China to build the power of symbolic
authority with the help of the spirit of god. It is also true of the Nadun ceremony for rewarding the gods
organized by Shuipai. The ritual of Nadun has facilitated the spiritual cohesion and social solidarity of the group
within the village, promoted the organic integration and good operation of the order between villages, and
highlighted the “practical wisdom” of self-ordered governance in rural society. This practical wisdom of
constructing the endogenous social order has its reference significance for the implementation of the “rural
revitalization strategy” in China.
Key words: the organization of Shuipai; ritual practice; Nadun of Tu nationality; a symbol of authority;

living wisdom



